
 

November 5: Champions Mikaela Mayer and Maiva 
Hamadouche Set to Fight in Junior Lightweight Title Unification 

Bout at Virgin Hotels Las Vegas and LIVE on ESPN+ 
 

Mayer-Hamadouche and Janibek Alimkhanuly-Hassan N’Dam to stream live and exclusively on 
ESPN+ at approximately 11 p.m. ET/8 p.m. PT 

 
Featherweight action star Adam “Blunose” Lopez set to return on undercard 

 
Tickets starting at $25 are on sale now and can be purchased by visiting AXS.com. 

 
LAS VEGAS (Oct. 1, 2021) — Mikaela Mayer made history in July 2020 as the first female boxer 
to headline a Top Rank on ESPN main event. Now the WBO junior lightweight world champion, 
Mayer is ready to break another barrier.  
 
Mayer will fight longtime IBF world champion Maiva Hamadouche in a title unification 
showdown Friday, Nov. 5 at The Theater at Virgin Hotels Las Vegas, part of Curio Collection by 
Hilton, with the vacant Ring Magazine title also at stake. Mayer-Hamadouche is the first female 
world title main event in the four-plus year history of the Top Rank on ESPN series. 
 
In the 10-round co-feature, rising middleweight contender Janibek “Qazaq Style” Alimkhanuly 
hopes to continue his rapid rise up the rankings against former world champion Hassan N’Dam. 
 
Mayer-Hamadouche and Alimkhanuly-N’Dam will stream live and exclusively on ESPN+ starting 
at approximately 11 p.m. ET/8 p.m. PT. 
 
Promoted by Top Rank, in association with Matchroom Boxing and OPI Since 82, tickets starting 
at $25 are on sale now and can be purchased by visiting AXS.com. 
 
“Mikaela Mayer is quickly becoming the face of female boxing, and it’s fitting that she's part of 
the first Top Rank on ESPN female world championship main event,” said Top Rank chairman 
Bob Arum. “From the moment she won her world title, she asked for unification fights and the 
biggest challenges. Hamadouche certainly fits that criteria, and she’s not coming from France to 
give up her title without one heck of a fight.” 
 
Mayer (15-0, 5 KOs), ranked No. 5 on the ESPN.com pound-for-pound list, rocketed to stardom 
following her appearance at the 2016 Rio Olympics. Less than two years after her August 2017 
professional debut, she shined on the Tyson Fury-Tom Schwarz undercard. In July 2020, Mayer 
blanked Helen Joseph by unanimous decision in the first female main event since the newest 
incarnation of Top Rank on ESPN boxing premiered in July 2017. On Halloween evening 2020, 
she dominated longtime champion Ewa Brodnicka to earn the WBO title. She made her first 



title defense in June at Virgin Hotels Las Vegas and turned back two-weight world champion 
Erica Farias over 10 rounds. 
 
Mayer said, “This is the big fight I have wanted and the fight that I’ve been working so hard for. 
My prior fights were all important because I needed those wins to get me in this position. But 
THIS is the fight that will rocket my career or set me way back, and I have no intention of going 
back. The stakes are high, but I’ve worked hard, and I am fully prepared to capitalize on this 
opportunity to become a unified world champion.” 
 
Hamadouche (22-1, 18 KOs, from Albi, France, has held the IBF title since November 2016, a run 
that’s included six successful title defenses and a recent appearance for her home nation at the 
Tokyo Olympics. She’s the third longest-reigning world champion in female boxing and returns 
to the pro game coming off a nearly 11-month layoff. Hamadouche knocked out Italian 
contender Nina Pavlovic last December in Milan, Italy, extending her knockout streak to four. 
 
Hamadouche said, “I will arrive with my belt and leave with hers. My promise is to give Mikaela 
Mayer a war. She better start preparing to mourn the loss of her title.” 
 
Alimkhanuly (10-0, 6 KOs) is ranked as the No. 2 middleweight by the WBO and returns to Virgin 
Hotels Las Vegas, the site of his breakthrough victory. On June 26, he battered former world 
champion Rob Brant until Brant’s corner stopped the fight after 8 rounds. From Zhilandy, 
Kazakhstan, the 2016 Olympian has knocked out four straight opponents dating back to April 
2019. N’Dam (38-5, 21 KOs), a 17-year pro from Cameroon, held the WBA middleweight world 
title in 2017 and challenged for world titles on three other occasions. After a pair of defeats at 
super middleweight, N’Dam returns to the middleweight ranks, where he most recently 
defeated the formidable Martin Murray via majority decision. 
 
In undercard action, also streaming live and exclusively on ESPN+ 
 

• Featherweight contender Adam “Blu Nose” Lopez (15-3, 6 KOs), from Glendale, 
California, will take on veteran Adan Ochoa (12-2, 5 KOs) in an eight-rounder. Lopez, 
known as the “Glendale Gatti” for his all-action battles, looks to rebound from June’s 
razor-thin majority decision loss to former world champion Isaac Dogboe. Ochoa 
bounced back from last September’s six-round decision defeat to Edward Vazquez with 
June’s first-round blitzing of Dominican veteran Angel Luna. 

 
About Virgin Hotels Las Vegas  
Virgin Hotels Las Vegas is a reimagined and re-conceptualized casino resort. The property is 
part of Curio Collection by Hilton. The integrated resort intermixes a passion for food and 
beverage with music and culture and features three hotel towers totaling over 1,500 Chambers 
and suites; the 60,000 sq. ft. Mohegan Sun Casino, operated by Mohegan Gaming & 
Entertainment; a five-acre desert pool oasis including Élia Beach Club and a multi-functional 
event lawn; live music and entertainment theater with 4,500 capacity; 24 Oxford showroom 
accommodating 650 guests; an exclusive portfolio of twelve food and beverage venues 



including Todd English’s Olives, Kris Yenbamroong’s Night + Market, the legendary Nobu, 
Michael and David Morton’s One Steakhouse, Kassi Beach House from restauranteur Nick 
Mathers, Casa Calavera by global hospitality company Hakkasan Group, the sports 
entertainment, daylife and nightlife venue Money, Baby! from Justin Massei and Mikis Troyan 
of Clive Collective, famous Afters Ice Cream, Pizza Forte by the Ferraro Family and signature 
Virgin Hotels restaurants and bars including The Kitchen at Commons Club, The Bar at 
Commons Club, The Shag Room and Funny Library Coffee Shop. The property is owned by JC 
Hospitality, LLC, in partnership with Juniper Capital Partners, Virgin Group, LiUNA, Fengate 
Asset Management, Dream and Orlando Development. The off Strip playground is located at 
4455 Paradise Road. For more information, visit www.virginhotelslv.com.  
  
About Virgin Hotels  
Virgin Hotels is a lifestyle hospitality brand that combines heartfelt service, straightforward 
value, and a seamless, personalized hotel experience with the track record of innovation and 
smart disruption that Sir Richard Branson's global Virgin Group has pioneered for 50 years. Each 
property intermixes a passion for food and beverage with music and culture, fusing with the 
local landscape and providing a vibrant and inclusive environment for travelers and locals alike. 
Virgin Hotels Chicago - named the "#1 Hotel in the United States" in 2016 and "#1 Hotel in 
Chicago" in 2016, 2017, and 2020 by the Conde Nast Traveler's Readers' Choice Awards - Virgin 
Hotels Dallas - named the "#16 Hotel in Texas" - Virgin Hotels Nashville, Virgin Hotels New 
Orleans and Virgin Hotels Las Vegas are now open. Locations in New York, Miami, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow to follow. Virgin Hotels continues to explore hotel and office conversions and 
ground-up development in Boston, Los Angeles, Austin, Seattle, and London. 
  
About Curio Collection by Hilton  
Curio Collection by Hilton is a global portfolio of more than 100 one-of-a-kind hotels and resorts 
in nearly 30 countries and territories. Curio Collection properties offer guests authentic, curated 
experiences through distinctly local offerings and elevated amenities, while providing the 
benefits of Hilton and its award-winning guest loyalty program Hilton Honors. Experience a 
positive stay at Curio Collection by Hilton by booking at curiocollection.com or through the 
industry-leading Hilton Honors app. Hilton Honors members who book directly through 
preferred Hilton channels have access to instant benefits. Learn more about the brand 
at newsroom.hilton.com/curio, and follow Curio Collection by Hilton 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
About ESPN+ 
ESPN+ is the industry-leading sports streaming service that offers fans in the U.S. thousands of 
live sports events, original programming not available on ESPN’s linear TV or digital networks 
and exclusive editorial content from dozens of ESPN writers and reporters. Launched in April 
2018, ESPN+ has grown to more than 14.9 million subscribers. 
 
Fans sign up to ESPN+ for just $6.99 a month (or $69.99 per year)  



at ESPN.com, ESPNplus.com or on the ESPN App (mobile and connected devices). It is also 
available as part of The Disney Bundle that gives subscribers access to Disney+, ESPN+ and Hulu 
for $13.99/month (Hulu w/ads) or $19.99/month (Hulu w/o ads). 
  
MEDIA CONTACTS  
 
Top Rank 
Evan Korn: 516-510-6014 / ekorn@toprank.com 
Gardy Lopez: 787-246-3668 / glopez@toprank.com  
 
ESPN/ESPN+ 
Santa Brito: 646-547-5602 / santa.brito@espn.com 
Ardi Dwornik: 646-547-5612 / ardi.r.dwornik@espn.com 
Paul Melvin: 860-766-5069 / paul.melvin@disney.com 
  
Virgin Hotels Las Vegas 
Kirvin Doak Communications / VirginHotelsLVPress@kirvindoak.com 
 


